REMARKS 



Receipt of the Office Action of November 13. 2008 is gratefully 
acknowledged. 

Claims 8-13 have been presented for examination, and these have been 
rejected as follows: (1) claims 8-13 have been rejected under 35 USC 112, second 
paragraph as "unclear;" and (2) claims 8 - 13 as anticipated under 35 USC 102(b) by 
Faist et al. 

(1) 

This rejection asks the question: what is a function block? The specification 
states on page 1, lines 16-19 that: "Field devices execute various functions within 
the process control. For special standard functions, e.g., PID-controller [ 
proportional-integral-derivative controller] , so-called function blocks with defined 
communications interfaces are available." The examiner takes from this that it "...is 
nothing more than a processor that can be loaded into a component of a fieldbus." 
Actually it is more than that. Consider the attachment hereto, obtained from the 
internet. Note the first sentence of the Introduction which states: "[i]n engineering 
disciplines, especially within time driven systems, software languages are often 
based on function blocks. Examples are languages for programmable 

controllers Many commercial software tools in the process industry also use 

function blocks as program organization units." Then too, "[a] generalized function 
block consists of input variables, output variables, through variables, internal 
variables, and an internal behavior description of the function block." To better 
define the function block behavior for the present invention, claim 8 has been 
amended. The amended portion of claim 8 is reproduced in annotated format 
showing its support in the specification: 

whereby a web browser with a browser window is provided 
(pg. 4, last paragraph and pg 5, second paragraph), a control 
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unit is provided (pg. 4, last paragraph), the control unit has 
access to said function block via the web browser (pg. 4 
last paragraph), and with the help of the web browser the 
configuration and diagnosis information (pg. 3, 7^ paragraph) 
of the other function blocks which are connected to said 
function block are available in a general descriptive language 
and edited and changeable with the help of the web browser 
(pg. 5, first paragraph). 

With the noted amendment to claim 8, the rejection under 35 USC 112, second 
paragraph is believed to be overcome 

(2) 

The noted amendment to claim 8 is also believed to distinguish the invention 
over Faist et al. In his rejection, the examiner discusses the application of Faist et al 
against claim 8. What has been added to claim 8 is not found in the examiner's 
commentary. The paragraphs referred to by the examiner do not, it is respectfully 
submitted, teach connecting function blocks so that changes can be made. That is 
now recited in claim 8. It must be noted that web page templates are not considered 
function blocks, as function block is understood in this application and the enclosure 
hereto. It is not seen, therefore, that Faist et al can render claims 8, and those 
claims which depend therefrom unpatentable. 

In view of the foregoing, reconsideration and re-examination are respectfully 
requested and claims 8-13 found allowable. 
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